St. Cecilia Parish
1310 Madison Avenue N. Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 | (206) 842-3594 | www.saintcparish.org
PASTOR Fr. Joseph P. Mitchell | email: pastor@saintcparish.org

March 18, 2018 – Fifth Sunday of Lent
Dear Parishioners,

MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKEND
Saturday Vigil Mass ...............................5:00 p.m.
Sunday ......................... 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
WEEKDAYS
Monday & Tuesday
Word and Communion ...................... 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday through Saturday
Mass .............................................................. 9:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
First Saturdays .............. 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Every Saturday ................ 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
(Also by appointment)
BENEDICTION & EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION
Benediction ................................ Friday 9:30 a.m.
Followed by Eucharistic Adoration…………….
Friday 10:00 a.m. to Saturday 4:00 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Email: parishoffice@saintcparish.org
PARISH LIBRARY HOURS
Monday thru Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

MISSION STATEMENT:
As part of the living Body of Christ, Saint
Cecilia parish on Bainbridge Island seeks
to conform to the will of God through
faith, works, teaching and stewardship of
God’s creation as guided by the Holy
Spirit, by the teachings of Christ, and the
Grace of the Father. We celebrate this
mission daily in prayer, liturgy,
sacraments and life.

I am repeating a previously published letter on the Church’s
customs relative to the final weeks of Lent.
Perhaps you noticed something new today: the purple
covering over the crucifix above the altar, the covering over the
statues of Mary and Joseph, and the covering of the image on
the processional cross. Those who grew up in the Church when
I did (or earlier), will remember this practice for the final two
weeks of Lent. It is a period of time the Church traditionally
called Passiontide. It began with the Fifth Sunday of Lent
(which used to be called Passion Sunday), through Holy
Saturday.
As with many customs, the covering of statues became
optional with the liturgical modifications of the Second Vatican
Council. In some areas it was even suppressed. The current
Ordo (the official book that provides some liturgical directions
particular to each year), notes: “In the dioceses of the United
States, crosses in the church may be covered from the
conclusion of the Mass for the Saturday of the Fourth Week of
Lent until the end of the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on
Good Friday. Images in the church may be covered from the
conclusion of the Mass for Saturday of the Fourth Week of Lent
until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.”
When I was growing up, the veiling of the cross was related
to the final days before Jesus’ passion, when He was in hiding
so as to delay His arrest. With regard to the broader Church
tradition, if the image of Christ was to be covered, so too
should the lesser figures of the saints.
Restoring this custom helps us to appreciate the distinction
of these final weeks of Lent (traditionally called Passiontide),
when our reflection upon the suffering of Jesus is intensified.
The Church does still distinguish this period with special Mass
prefaces (the prayer before the Holy, Holy, Holy), that replace
the Lenten season prefaces.
We, the faithful, should use these weeks to be more attentive
to our Lenten practices or make up for lost time.
Yours in Christ,
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Sunday, March 18th
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Monday, March 19th
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Tuesday, March 20th

Wednesday, March 21st

8:00 AM
9:10 AM
10:00 AM
11:10 AM
11:15 AM

9:00 AM Communion Service
9:30 AM Centering Prayer in St.
Monica Rm.
2:00 PM PREP in PREP Classrooms
5:00 PM Rosary in Church
5:00 PM Legion of Mary in Church
6:30 PM Vigil Choir Rehearsal in
Church

8:30 AM Praise & Worship Music
in Church
9:00 AM Communion Service
9:45 AM Bible Study in St. Monica
Rm.
12:30 PM Knitting Circle in St.
Monica Rm.
5:00 PM Rosary in Church
7:00 PM RCIA in St. Monica Rm.
7:00 PM Lenten Book Group in
Library

9:00 AM
9:30 AM
5:00 PM
7:00 PM

Mass
Reconciliation
Mass
Reconciliation
Lenten Book Group in
Conger
5:00 PM Youth Group in Conger

Mass
Reconciliation
Rosary in Church
Finance Council in
Conference Rm.
7:00 PM Centering Prayer in St.
Monica Rm.
7:00 PM Lenten Book Group in
Library
7:30 PM Reconciliation

KUDOS AND UPDATE

Our parish Youthies will be on retreat March 23rd –
25th at Camp Indianola. Several Youthies are also
preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation
on April 11th. Please keep all our Youthies in your
prayers!
A message from Catholic Community Services of
Western Washington to St. Cecilia parishioners:
“Thank you for your generous gift in support of our
mission of compassion and care to our neighbors in
greatest need! Your partnership in our work is a
blessing to those we serve.” St. Cecilia parishioners
donated $1,050 to Sacred Heart Shelter from the Ash
Wednesday collection – your generosity is very much
appreciated!
The father of former St. Cecilia parishioner
George Cruz has passed away and a
Memorial Service will be held for George
Cruz, Sr. at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in
Bremerton on Tuesday, March 20, 2018 at 1 PM.
Please pray for the repose of his soul.
Library News: What do I Want in Prayer?,
by William Barry, SJ. In short chapters,
Barry explores 15 desires people bring to
prayer when they are willing to open themselves up
to God’s grace, using stories in the Bible from those
who had similar wishes. Check it out!

Applications for the 2018 Patrick Middleton
Scholarship for an 8th grade student who will be
attending a Catholic high school are now available at
both the parish and SCCS offices, and on the parish
website. Students eligible include those whose
families are members of St. Cecilia Parish, those
attending SCCS, and those residing on Bainbridge
Island. Applications for this $2000 Scholarship must
be received at the parish or school offices by
Tuesday, May 1, 2018. If you have questions contact
Andy or Marylou Murphy at
maryloumurphy1 @comcast.net or 808-742-6932.
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Thursday, March 22nd

Friday, March 23rd

Saturday, March 24th
Blessed Oscar Romero, Bishop &
Martyr

9:00 AM Mass
9:45 AM Lenten Book Group in
Library
5:00 PM Rosary in Church
6:30 PM Music Rehearsal for Irish
Dinner
7:00 PM Lenten Book Group in St.
Monica Rm.

9:00 AM SCC School Mass
9:00 AM Safe Environment
Class in St. Monica
Rm.
10:00 AM Adoration
2:30 PM Tea w/ the Principal
in St. Monica Rm.
5:30 PM Lenten Soup Supper
in Conger
6:30 PM Reconciliation
7:00 PM Stations of the Cross

5:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
9:45 AM

Adoration in Church
Mass
Reconciliation
Lenten Book Group in
St. Monica Rm.
1:00 PM RCIA Retreat in
Chardin Rm.
4:00 PM Reconciliation
5:00 PM Vigil Mass

† Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord. And let perpetual light shine
upon them. May the souls of the
faithful departed, rest in peace.
Amen
The Sunday Mass Ministry Roster
and the Visiting Eucharistic Ministry
Roster are available online at the
parish website:
http://www.saintcparish.orgac

Overnight Confirmation Retreat
at Camp Indianola

TIME AND TALENT

We are still looking for a volunteer or two with
organizing skills! The parish office is seeking
volunteers for two annual events: The April 28/29
Ministry Fair and the Second Annual Summer
Picnic. These events come with a “to-do” list for ease
of organizing. Please contact the office is you are
interested. parishoffice@saintcparish.org or
206.842.3594
Rhoades to Recovery is collecting “Blessing Bags” this
spring for distribution to the homeless of downtown
Seattle. If you would like to contribute, please fill 1
gallon zip lock bags with a variety of comfort
items. Here are a few ideas: Hat, socks, snacks
(granola bar, protein bar, crackers, trail mix, apple
sauce and spoon), lip balm, sun screen, lotion, BandAids, baby wipes, Kleenex, toothbrush, toothpaste,
feminine hygiene items, deodorant, nail
clippers. Blessing bags are being collected in the
church narthex, parish office, and the Bainbridge
Island Starbucks. Thank you for your care and
generosity to your neighbors in need. If you are
interested in learning more about Steve and his
ministry to the homeless, please check out
www.extremesobriety.com online.
"Untie him and let him go." Let the love
of God free us from any fetters in our
marriages by participating in a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME)
weekend at the Sheraton Hotel, Bellevue
is May 18 - 20, 2018. Apply at www.wwme.org. More
information at 206-772-2344

The St. Vincent De Paul Society
hands out brown bags the last
Sunday of each month to benefit
island families through Helpline
House. Each week, Helpline House
serves 225 households, with up to
400 children per week. Bags will be
handed out next week. Please join us in assisting
Helpline House meet the needs of island families by
taking a bag and returning your filled bag to the
collection box in the vestibule of the church.

Applications for the 2018 Archbishop Murphy Council
Knights of Columbus Higher Education Scholarship are
available at the parish office and on the parish website
for active members of the parish who will be
matriculating to a college, university or vocational
school. Requirements include both a letter to Fr.
Mitchell briefly describing St. Cecilia Parish participation
and an in-person meeting with Fr. Mitchell no later than
one week prior to the application deadline. The
application deadline is Friday, April 20th and includes
submitting an essay (3-5 pages, double spaced), on the
topic of “How I Will Express My Catholic Faith in
College” to the parish office. If you have any questions
contact any Knight. The awarding will be on May 13th
after 10:00 AM Mass.
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The 6th Annual Seattle
Catholic Men’s
Conference is coming
soon! Attention Men:
Do you want to be the
man that God has
always called you to
be? Grow closer to
God with powerful
speakers like Deacon
Harold Burke-Sivers,
Jesse Romero, and Archbishop Peter Sartain. These,
along with engaging worship and inspiring fellowship
with hundreds of fellow Catholic men will make this a
day to remember. Join us April 14th at St. Stephen the
Martyr in Renton, WA. Registration is now open at
http://www.seattlemensconference.org.

Lenten Reconciliation Schedule
March 9th through March 24th:
Fridays 6:30 – 7:00 PM
Saturdays 9:30 – 10:00 AM & 4:00 – 4:45 PM
(plus 6:00 – 6:30 PM on 3/17)
Sundays 9:10 – 9:45 AM & 11:10 – 11:30 AM
Wednesday, March 21st:
9:30 – 10:00 AM & 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Palm Sunday – No Reconciliation
HOLY WEEK:
Wednesday, March 28th:
9:30 – 10:00 AM
7:30 – 8:30 PM
Good Friday March 30th:
8:15 – 9:00 PM
Holy Saturday March 31st:
10:00 – 11:00 AM
4:00 - 5:00 PM

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER

Our Beloved Community
Jessica Mellon recently told me that when she
brought her daughter last year to visit SCCS to
consider enrolling her in our pre-k class, she
immediately felt like this was home. That night, I
read a passage in Barking to the Choir: The Power of
Radical Kinship, by Gregory Boyle, S.J. that reminded
me of that earlier conversation. The following
morning, I shared the passage with teachers at our
morning prayer.
Father Boyle wrote: At a Congregational church
where I’d been invited to speak, the service begins
with a unique translation of Revelations 21: “This is
the story of the beautiful city of God. This city
sparkles with the loveliness of rare gems. The city is
filled with light. There are no shrines or temples
because everything here is understood to be sacred
and filled with the holy. This is the story of the
beloved community. In this community we find
welcome. In this community we find kinship. In this
community we find our voice. In this community, all
are loved.” (p. 191)
Jessica recently shared with me that her daughter
Catherine is so eager to attend our Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Mass each week because she gets to see all of her
friends from school. How wonderful that a four year
old child is excited about church and school!
In our St. Cecilia Catholic School and Church we have
a beloved community. “In this community we find
kinship. In this community we find our voice. In this
community, all are loved.”
With joy,
Susan Kilbane

WE ARE ENROLLING STUDENTS NOW.
Call 206-842-2017 or email skilbane@saintceciliaschool.org
Principal Susan Kilbane if you have any questions.
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PASTORAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Sunday Collection March 10/11
$10,266.51
Children’s Offertory
$8.00
Online Giving
$ 3,376.00
Total

$13,650.51

Average offertory needed to cover budget $10,534.00
Children’s Gifts to God: “Doing things the
first time I was asked” & “Doing good at
church”

Special Collections for Catholic Relief
Services:
$ 2,889.42

Thank you for your
generous support of The
Catholic Relief Services
Collection and for helping Jesus in disguise.
Your contributions will make a difference for
the poor and marginalized around the world.
If you missed the collection, it’s not too late
to give! Just visit
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections, and click
on the “How to Give” link on the left.
Fast and Abstinence: Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting
and abstinence for Catholics. In addition,
Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of
abstinence. For members of the Catholic
Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory
from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a
person is permitted to eat one full meal, as
well as two smaller meals that together are
not equal to a full meal. The norms
concerning abstinence from meat are
binding upon members of the Catholic
Church from age 14 onwards.

BAPTISM Celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of each month during the 10:00 AM
Mass or other Sundays after the 10:00 AM Mass. Call the Parish Office to
plan for Baptism classes and paperwork needed. We encourage parents to
schedule classes before the birth of their child.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST COMMUNION, PREP (Parish Religious
Education Program) K-12 Please contact Pastoral Associate for Faith
Formation Terry Markuly, 842-3594 x102 or email
tmarkuly@saintcparish.org.
CONFIRMATION Please contact the office for more information, Parish
Office x101.
MARRIAGE GUIDELINES The engaged couple should plan to meet with the
pastor at least six months before the wedding. One party should be a
registered parishioner.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) Meets Tuesday
nights at 7pm in the St. Monica Rm. Please contact Robert Earhart, MD, PhD,
OFS at 206-780-3555 or cell phone 240-447-3173.
FUNERALS Call the parish office for assistance with funeral arrangements.
HOUSE CALLS If you wish to receive the sacraments at home, please call the
Parish Office at (206) 842-3594 x101 to schedule.
PRAYER REQUESTS If you wish to add someone to the Parish Prayer Chain,
contact Mary Corbin at: marecorb@aol.com.

_________________________________________
GOVERNANCE & OTHER PASTORAL ACTIVITIES
FINANCE COUNCIL Parish financial advisory body made up of parish
members, Scott Edwards (chair)
School Commission Council The board is made up of parish members,
Eoin Dunstan (chair)
PARISH MINISTRIES & ACTIVITIES A catalog of parish ministries and
activities is listed on our website under the ministries section at:
www.saintcparish.org/ministries.html. The parish office can assist you in
finding out any additional information you require.
BULLETIN Send announcements via email to secretary@saintcparish.org
no later than 9 a.m. on Monday.

_________________________________________
ST. CECILIA CATHOLIC SCHOOL

School Website www.saintceciliaschool.org
1310 Madison Ave. N. Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
Phone (206) 842-2017
Principal – Susan Kilbane- skilbane@saintceciliaschool.org

