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December 23, 2018 – Fourth Sunday of Advent
Nativity of the Lord 2018

St. Cecilia Parish – Bainbridge Island, WA
Sunday, December 23rd
Fourth Sunday of Advent
†Garnet Logan

Monday, December 24th

8:00 AM Mass
10:00 AM Mass

Wednesday, December 26th
St. Stephen, The First Martyr
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 AM Daily Mass
4:30 PM Christmas Mass
9:00 PM Christmas Mass

10:00 AM Christmas Mass

9:00 AM Daily Mass
5:00 PM Super Suppers in Conger

Monday, December 31st

Tuesday, January 1st
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday, December 30th
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph
8:00 AM Mass
10:00 AM Mass

Tuesday, December 25th
Nativity of the Lord
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 AM Daily Mass
5:00 PM Vigil Mass for Solemnity of
Mary

9:00 AM Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God

Wednesday, January 2nd
Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory
Nazianzen
9:00 AM Daily Mass

KUDOS AND UPDATE

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Dear Parishioners,
“Tempus fugit” as the saying goes - time flies.
I cannot believe we are in the last week of Advent!
We have come to the end of another season
of Advent. I think it is always a good thing to take
time to reflect on what and how we directed our time
of waiting. Some may say it was a good time to
reflect on our promise of salvation. Others may
reflect that they tried to make it a special time, but
may not have accomplished it as well as they wanted.
So often we can race through this time killing
ourselves to get to and through the holiday season.
Don’t worry, we still have another few days
to go and perhaps we can make the extra effort to
take time to relax and wait. There is no time for God:
he waits for us always. The whole reason we take this
time out of the year is to acknowledge that God is
with us. We prepare to celebrate Christmas to make
it something special, more meaningful. I wanted to
leave you with a simple reflection from the prophet
Jeremiah, one of the minor prophetic books, but
these few simple lines capture the promise told to
the people of Israel and to us. God's love is timeless
and unfailing. Here's what he says about it in
Jeremiah 31:3: "I have loved you, my people, with an
everlasting love. With that unfailing love I have drawn
you to myself.”
That promise is still with us. His light has
broken the darkness of the world, we have only to
recognize that light in ourselves and let it shine to
others. I want to again wish all of you the blessings of
this holy time and hope that wherever you are on
Christmas that there will be Joy, Laughter, and Peace.
Love God, love your neighbor,

Christmas Eve – Monday, December 24
4:30 PM and 9:00 PM
Christmas Day – Tuesday, December 25
10:00 AM

The Parish Office will be closed Monday, December 24
through Wednesday, December 26. The Parish Office
will also be closed Tuesday, January 1, 2019.

The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God: A
Vigil Mass for the Holy Day will be at 5 PM on Monday,
December 31, and Mass on the Holy Day will be at 9
AM on Tuesday, January 1, 2019.
Parishioner Margaret “Margie” McDevitt
died on December 8, 2018 and a Mass of
the Resurrection will be offered on
Thursday, January 3 at 11 AM. There will
be NO 9 AM daily Mass on January 3.
Please pray for the repose of her soul.
George Francis Reisteter, father of parishioner Jim
Reisteter, died in Bethlehem, PA on December 9, 2018.
Please pray for the repose of his soul.

Fr. Mark
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Thursday, December 27th
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

Friday, December 28th
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

Saturday, December 30th

9:00 AM Daily Mass

9:00 AM Daily Mass
10:00 AM Adoration in Church

5:00 AM
9:00 AM
4:00 PM
5:00 PM

Friday, January 4th
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

Saturday, January 5th
St. John Neumann, Bishop

Thursday, January 3rd

11:00 AM Mass of the Resurrection
for Margaret McDevitt

9:00 AM Daily Mass
10:00 AM Adoration in Church

5:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
4:00 PM
5:00 PM

Adoration in Church
Mass
Reconciliation
Vigil Mass

Adoration in Church
Daily Mass
Reconciliation
Reconciliation
Vigil Mass

† Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord. And let perpetual light shine
upon them. May the souls of the
faithful departed, rest in peace.
Amen
The Sunday Mass Ministry Roster
and the Visiting Eucharistic
Ministry Roster are available
online at the parish website:
http://www.saintcparish.orgac

OPPORTUNITIES

Thank you for the
tremendous support of
the Parish Giving Tree
Project. Together
we provided Christmas gifts
for 38 families,
the residents of Manzanita House, and the participants
at Stephen House. Your island neighbors thank you
for sharing the joy of Christmas. Throughout the year,
your donations to the parish-based conference
of Society of St. Vincent de Paul kept island families fed,
warm, and housed. Every donation is put to immediate
use. Please drop the blue envelopes in the offertory
collection or designate a donation to St. Vincent de
Paul with your online contributions. If you have any
questions about the ministry and spirituality of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, contact us
through the parish office, or send an email
to svdpbi@hotmail.com. You are welcome to attend
the business meetings at 6:30pm on the first Tuesday of
each month in the parish library.

Knights of Columbus Fellowship Dinner
Conger Hall
Saturday, January 12, 2019
(Following 5 PM Mass)
MENU:
Coq Au Vin (Chicken in red wine sauce)
Scalloped Potatoes with Cheese
Green Beans Almondine
Red Wine Vinaigrette Salad
Dessert
(Children’s option will be available)
Tickets will be sold after Mass and in the Parish
office mid-week. Prices are $15 for adults, $7
for children, and for families of 4 or more, $41.
Knights of Columbus Fellowship Meals support scholarships
for graduating high school seniors, SCCS, and other parish
activities.

Bible Study meets every Tuesday
from 9:45 – 11:30 AM in the St.
Monica Room. Coffee and snacks
are provided, and all are welcome
when we resume weekly meetings on January 8.

The St. Vincent De Paul Society hands out
brown bags the last Sunday of each month
to benefit island families through Helpline
House. Each week, Helpline House serves
225 households, with up to 400 children
per week. Bags will be handed out after Masses
December 29/30. Please join us in assisting Helpline
House meet the needs of island families by taking a bag
and returning your filled bag to the collection box in the
vestibule of the church.

Library News: Meet Mary, by Mark Miravalle. It’s
time for you to know more about the mother of the
Lord. Do you know the Church’s five essential Marian
doctrines? Check it out! (Please note the library will
be closed Sunday, December 23 and Sunday,
December 30).
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER

Matt Talbot Christmas success!
On behalf of all the guests,
members, and staff at Matt
Talbot, a heart-felt thank you to
all who helped with food
preparation, gifts, and serving the Christmas meal last
Saturday! We brought over $600 in gift cards, toys, and
clothes. Guests dined on ham, scalloped potatoes,
deviled eggs, salads, rolls, satsumas, fruit punch, and
Christmas cookies.

YES!
Earlier this month, we celebrated the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception. Mary did not know what challenges
saying yes would entail. She quite literally took a leap of
faith. Mary said YES!
We are called daily to say YES to living out our
strengths, being fully who we are, letting our light shine.
Foundational to our faith is also saying YES to loving and
caring for one another.
Recently I received the following note from a
Kindergarten parent:
Good Morning Susan,
I would like to share a special experience our son had at
school yesterday. He slipped on ice and fell as he was walking
to get on the bus yesterday morning. It was a traumatic
moment for him and it took a bit of consoling before he
would agree to get on the bus. This morning he mentioned
that several older students who ride the bus with him
approached him throughout the day checking in to make sure
he was okay. This is not the first time he has experienced
such kindness and empathy from his peers at SCCS, and he’s
only been part of the community for 1-month! We are
incredibly grateful that he “we” get to be part of the
community at SCCS.

Mothers and Others
For all caregivers of children who would like to be
enriched socially, spiritually, and engaged in service
with fellow parishioners.
January 17th - Welcome back! Join us for an Epiphany
brunch. Bring a dish to share and a white elephant gift
(not to exceed $10).
January 24th - Service Project: Tie blanket making for
children in foster care.
January 31st - Do you have a hidden talent? Come find
out!
We meet in the library at 9:30 AM. Childcare is
provided in St Monica room at 9:15 AM. A light snack
and coffee will be provided. Come join us!

Being in a community with shared values means our
students all hear the same message at home, at school and
at church. It also means that they are constantly witnessing
the example of parents, teachers, parishioners, classmates
and fellow students in all grades.
I am also incredibly grateful that I get to be part of a
faith-filled community that teaches our children to care
about one another. Our students say YES!
With joy,
Susan Kilbane

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, January 27th, 2019
OPEN HOUSE from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM
STATE of the SCHOOL ADDRESS at 11:15 AM

Mothers and Others enjoyed fellowship and Christmas
cookie decorating!
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PASTORAL SERVICES
BAPTISM: Call the Parish office to set up an appointment with Fr. Mark, start your
paperwork, and register for classes for your child’s baptism. We encourage parents to
attend classes prior to the birth of their child. Parents and godparents are required to
attend both classes. Godparents are required to be confirmed in the Catholic Church.
Baptisms are scheduled on a personal basis.
Class Schedule: Thursdays 6:00 – 7:30 PM in the St. Monica Room:

January 31 & February 28

March 28 & April 25

Welcome new parishioners! We
would like to extend a warm welcome
to the Cerotzke, Ojendyk, Rodriguez,
Weedin, Fitzgerald, Lucas, Kenneway,
Kalskett, Rellihan, and Marquis
families to St. Cecilia Parish.

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST COMMUNION: All children who are to receive
their first reconciliation and first communion must register for this program
independently of participation in PREP, PREP at Home or attending SCCS. Classes for
sacramental preparation are offered on Sundays after the 10 AM Mass. There is a
mandatory parent meeting followed by 6 classes per sacrament. Once registered you will
receive a calendar of classes.

Parent Meeting for First Communion – Thursday February 7
PREP (Parish Religious Education Program, K- 12) Family registration forms are
available in the back of the church. Please return to Cassie Wolfe at the parish office.
CONFIRMATION Please contact the office for more information, Parish Office x101.
MARRIAGE GUIDELINES The engaged couple should plan to meet with the pastor at
least six months before the wedding. One party should be a registered parishioner.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) Meets Wednesday nights at 7 PM
in the Library. Please contact Robert Earhart, MD, PhD, OFS at 206-780-3555 or cell
phone 240-447-3173. Classes will begin September 19, 2018.
FUNERALS Call the parish office for assistance with funeral arrangements.
HOUSE CALLS If you wish to receive the sacraments at home, please call the Parish
Office at (206) 842-3594 x101 to schedule.

Plan Ahead! Fr. Mark invites you to join
him on a pilgrimage to Discover Greece:
In the Footsteps of Paul the Apostle.
Dates are October 16 – 26, 2019. Please
see Fr. Mark for more information about
this wonderful travel opportunity.

PRAYER REQUESTS If you wish to add someone to the Parish Prayer Chain, contact
Mary Corbin at: marecorb@aol.com.
_________________________________________
GOVERNANCE & OTHER PASTORAL ACTIVITIES
FINANCE COUNCIL Parish financial advisory body made up of parish members,
Scott Edwards (chair)
SCHOOL COMMISSION COUNCIL The board is made up of parish members,
Jack Brophy (chair)
PARISH MINISTRIES & ACTIVITIES A catalog of parish ministries and activities is listed
on our website under the ministries section at: www.saintcparish.org/ministries.html.
The parish office can assist you in finding out any additional information you require.
BULLETIN Send announcements via email to secretary@saintcparish.org no later than
9 AM on Monday.
_________________________________________

The St. Cecilia Parish staff wishes
everyone a very Merry Christmas
and a New Year filled with joy!

ST. CECILIA CATHOLIC SCHOOL
School Website www.saintceciliaschool.org
1310 Madison Ave. N. Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
Phone (206) 842-2017
Principal – Susan Kilbane- skilbane@saintceciliaschool.org

5

